MOKWUNYE,IDONGESIT U.AT THE PENN STATE UNIVERSITY, USA

Mokwunye, Idongesit U. a scientist in
the Entomology Section attended a 2-
week course on Insect Chemical
Entomology held at the Penn State
University, USA. The organizers
graciously offered her registration waiver

of six hundred and fifty US dollars ($650)

to enable her participate in the course.

; Insect chemical ecology is a field of study
Mokwuone, ldongesit U at

Penn State University, USA that exploits natural volatiles that mediate

interactions between insect pests and host
plant. This is a non-chemical pest control option that is critical for the
development of safe and sustainable protection of our mandate crops against insect
pests and pathogens (fungi and nematode inclusive). The development and
promotion of non-chemical pest control measure will avert concerns on pesticide
residues in our export crops for instance cocoa. Accordingto her, the research effort
in crop protection is geared towards the development of safe alternatives to
chemical pesticides. Armed with the technical skills, knowledge and network, she is
confident that as an Institute we will be able to develop chzap, safe and sustainable

crop protection strategies for sustainable production of ourmandate crops.

WELFARE OF THE REINSTATED STAFF

Eighty five of the 91 reinstated have been successfully captured and have started
receiving their salary. The delay in the case of the remaining six staff is either due
to incomplete documents or supply of wrong information, These delays are being

actively handled by the management.

the production of sustainable
cocoa across cocoa
producing nations of the
world. These standards and
the corresponding documents
specifying various conditions
to be met before a country can
be considered as a producer
of sustainable cocoa were
identified. Various
requirements were
highlighted which included,
requirements for quality
certification. traceability and
performance . Among the
participants at the meeting of
the International
Organization for
Standardization were, UTZ,
Barry Calleabut, Mars
chocolate, exporters,
importers, regulators, and
other stakeholders along
cocoa value chains. Also
included were research
institutions and universities.
The recognized Members
were Cote D’Ivoire,

ndonesia, Ecuador, Ghana,
8Sierra Leone, Cameroun and
gNigeria. Among the
embers in attendance were
elgium , Netherlands,
Canada, England, Germany,

o

_FIFTH PLENARY MEETING OF ISO/TC Gepeva, France, Italy an
34/SC 18 ‘COCOA’ AND CEN/TC 415 5pain. The Nigerian
‘Sustainable and Traceable Cocoa’ IN (epresentatives to the
ABIDJAN (24-30 JUNE 2017, COTE peeting included staff from
D’IVOIRE).
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the Standard Organization of

Nigeria (SON) like Mrs
International experts all over the world gathered Eghiette, Deputy Director;

at the La Case D’Ivoire hotel located at the Riverra \y Jelani, co-secretary,
iiii Cocoady, Cote D’lIvoire in Abidjan from 23 National Mirror Committee.
and 30 June 2017 to discuss various requirements \rs Mfoen, Secretary
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